
For what I am thankful this year?  50 years of life! 
By Father Loras Grell 

 July 24, 1965—My mom and dad were married, at St. Mary’s Church in Odell.  Theirs is 

the first wedding in the “new” St. Mary’s (which stands to this day).  Mom and Dad 

showed me their wedding album so often over the years that to this day, I feel like I was 

there! 

 August 17, 1966—My sister, Mary, was born at the Mennonite Hospital, Beatrice. 

 November 18, 1968—I was born at the Mennonite Hospital, Beatrice!  My dad and his 

dad were each born on November 13
th
, and I was supposed to be.  Wouldn’t that have 

been something? 

 December 1, 1968—I became a child of God through the waters of Baptism at St. Joseph 

Church, Beatrice.  I am freed from original sin!  I became “heaven-eligible”!  What an 

outstanding day!  My Uncle Stan was my godfather, but he couldn’t be there, so my 

Grandpa Grell stood proxy.  My Aunt Loretta was my godmother.  Stanley died in 1992; 

my Aunt Loretta is a widow and lives on her family farm near Hanover, KS. 

 September 8, 1974—My brother Mark was born, on the Feast of the Birthday of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary!  He, too, was born at the Mennonite Hospital, which in the ensuing 

years would become Beatrice Community Hospital. 

 February or March, 1977—I went to Holy Confession (Sacrament of Penance) for the 

first time at St. Mary Church, Wymore, to Father Peter Gadient.  I still remember that day 

with joy! 

 March 20, 1977—I made my First Holy Communion at St. Joseph Church, Beatrice. 

 November 8, 1979—I received the Sacrament of Confirmation at St. Joseph Church, 

Beatrice, as conferred upon me by Bishop Glennon P. Flavin.  My confirmation name 

was St. John the Baptist.  I remember instantly feeling different as I walked back to my 

pew.  I felt changed, loved, inside my soul. 

 May, 1981—I completed 6
th
 grade at St. Joseph School, Beatrice, which is the highest 

grade it went to at the time (St. Joe’s had been a high school, but that closed in the 

1960’s; in 2018, St. Joe’s goes up through 5
th
 grade). 

 May 17, 1987—I graduated from Southern High School in Wymore!  Including the pre-

consolidation days of Wymore High, we were the 100
th
 graduating class. 

 August, 1987—I entered the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  I was not really sure what 

I wanted to do with my life.  The seminary fleetingly crossed my mind, but I wasn’t 

ready for that thought.  A year into my studies, I changed majors from Food Science and 

Technology to Agronomy. 

 January, 1990—As a second semester junior, I consciously decided to become a very 

active member of my campus parish, the Newman Center at 16
th
 and Q Streets, Lincoln. 

 April 20, 1991—I started announcing to people that I was entering the seminary in the 

fall. 

 May, 1991—I graduated from the University of Nebraska with a Bachelor of Science in 

Agronomy. 

 September 23, 1991—I began college seminary at St. Philip’s Seminary, Toronto, 

Ontario, CANADA. 



 August, 1992—I began theology seminary at Mount St. Mary Seminary, Emmitsburg, 

Maryland.  Over the course of the years, steps toward the priesthood were taken with my 

classmates, such as ministry of Lector and Acolyte, receiving Candidacy, and making an 

Oath of Fidelity to the Church with my hand upon the Scriptures. 

 May 26, 1995—I was ordained to the Diaconate by Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz in the 

Cathedral of the Risen Christ, Lincoln. 

 May, 1996—I graduated from Mount St. Mary Seminary with a Master’s of Divinity 

(MDiv.). 

 May 25, 1996—I was ordained to the Priesthood by Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz in the 

Cathedral of the Risen Christ, Lincoln!!! 

 May 26, 1996—I offered my First Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Joseph Church, Beatrice, 

with a church full of relatives, parishioners, and friends. 

 June, 1996—I began my priesthood assigned to the UN-L Newman Center/St. Thomas 

Aquinas Church as assistant priest, assistant vocations director, and teacher at Pius X 

High School. 

 June, 1998—I was asked by the Bishop to go to North American Martyrs Church, 

Lincoln, to serve as the assistant priest and continue to teach at Pius X. 

 June, 1999—I was named a pastor!  My parish assignment was Assumption Church in 

Dwight, with the mission of St. Wenceslaus in Bee.  I was assigned to teach at 

Aquinas/St. Mary’s Catholic Schools in David City. 

 December, 2004—I completed course work and graduated from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln with a Master’s degree in Educational Administration (M. EdAd). 

 June, 2005—I was asked by the Bishop to move to Nuckolls County, where I served 

three parishes:  Sacred Heart in Lawrence, St. Stephen’s (2.5 miles south of Lawrence), 

and Our Lady of Assumption, Deweese.  I was also named the Chief Administrative 

Officer of Sacred Heart School in Lawrence. 

 June, 2013—I was asked by the Bishop to serve in Cass County at Church of the Holy 

Spirit in Plattsmouth, and as Chief Administrative Officer of St. John the Baptist School. 

 June, 2017—I was asked by the Bishop to serve the parishes of Hamilton County:  St. 

Mary’s in Aurora and St. Joseph’s in Giltner. 

 November 18, 2018—I turned 50!!! 

So…wouldn’t you agree that I have a lot to be thankful for?  50 years of life, a whopping half of a century.  50 years of being loved by my family, my friends, and, of course, by God, and of 
trying to return that love.  50 years of enjoying what God has given me in so many experiences…and hoping that I am only halfway through this journey😊  As our good God wills, I 
hope much more to live and love for Him in this life, to bring Him to as many people as I can, and then hope that He brings me to Himself to live as His child in His kingdom forever.  Thank you, Jesus!  Thank 
you, God the Father and the Holy Spirit!  Thank you, Mom and Dad, Mary and Mark, and my nephew, Will.  Thank you to my bishops, priest friends and mentors, and religious sisters who have helped me.  Thank you to all 
current and former parishioners, from my home parish to all the parishes I’ve served, who have taught me (and been patient with me), from Year #1 to Year #50. God Bless You!!! 


